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FORWOMEN AMD GIRLS

The Bridge ©p

and what’s to come!

| hope you found that one woman,
who inspires you. | found mine and
got to see her at work, every day at
NGOCSW and at the UN. Yes, if you
are wondering it is Pam Morgan.
Love her vibes, her work, and her
passion.

| am not sure | can explain CSW and
how the experience really changed
my Zonta Journey.

Having a grounds pass was such an
honor and responsibility. | had my
moments but there was always
someone who lifted me up. | was
challenged, | was enraged, | was
inspired, | was in awe of all these
important dialogues that are
necessary to work for global
solutions.

| see more clearly now how women
change the dialogue, how it is so
important for them to be at the
table to help guide solutions that
will impact the lives of women and
girls.

Times are troubling for the UN. The
future is not at all certain. That is
very concerning. We must remain
hopeful, we know this: If you are not
at the Table, you are on the Menu.
We are, in many ways, on the menu.
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D15 GOVERNOR - GAIL JOHNSON

Here’s what has happened in the last month

Feel free to ask me about my
experience. Warning, it was life
changing, and | would love to share.

Keep up all your work, commitment,
passion and continue to push to be
at the table. Our communities need
us; we are the grass roots working
around the world to make a better
world for women and girls.

You know this, your Zonta Spirit
continues to shine.

| hope to see you at Spring
Workshop, and then at Convention.
So many exciting changes are
waiting for us.

Always remember, | am just an
email, phone call away.

| thank you, as always, for the work
you do, the commitment you show
and all the fun with focus that you
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Advance Wherever Possible
Protect Where We Can
Defend When We Must
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Congratulations!




Updates

MAP - Human Trafficking

Zontians across Michigan are taking part in ending
human trafficking in our state. Members and clubs
are adopting MDOT rest areas and placing STOP
signs in MDOT rest rooms.

These STOP signs have detachable tabs displaying
the National Human Trafficking Hotline number.
Clubs do not have to be an official sponsor-you can
sign up as an individual.

It is rewarding to monitor your stop and find that
tabs have been taken and signs need to be
replaced. District 15 is participating in this program
in conjunction with the Michigan Anti-Trafficking
Project. Contact labels@map-mi.org to sign up.

Whether signing up as a club or an individual,
please let them know you are affiliated with Zonta.
We make a difference in our communities!

Driving the Vote for Equality - ERA

Driving the Vote for ERA has begun. Learn more
and follow along with the classic car, the Golden
Flyer I, as it follows the route of the 1916 suffragists,
driving across the country to build support for

our currently stalled ERA.

Right now they are driving down the east coast and
across the southern states, ending in Arizona.

Later this year they will be driving up the west coast
and across the Midwestern states.

It currently looks like there will be two stops in
Michigan. We will keep you advised of dates and
locations as they become available.

You can follow the journey
on ERA-USA-now#ERA Equal Rights Amendment.

WA@/ created by Zontians, their friends and families.

STEP
” FORWARD
FOR EQUALITY

EARTH DAY
FE1 ZONTA

L INTERMATIOMAL

Earth Day - April 22 TooKit Available
e The campaign uses the symbol of the footprint. This
symbolizes:
e The carbon footprint we leave on the planet.
e The process of understanding how climate justice takes
steps and cannot be solved overnight.
The connection that every step toward climate justice or every
step toward gender equity correlates with a step forward for
the other issue.
Goals:
1.Raise awareness on the impact that climate change has on
gender.
2.Expand education by offering examples that take action for
both gender equality and climate justice.
3.Showcase stories of Zontians taking climate action around
the world and their plans to continue to take steps forward.
4.Increase amplification of like-minded organizations through
an endorsed statement.

Planned Actions: Fun activities tied to our theme.

1.Step Forward Activity: Through this physical activity,
members will gain an understanding of how climate
change affects everyone across the globe. Climate-related
guestions will be asked one at a time and members will be
asked to “take a step forward if” that event has occurred in

2.Pairing Gender Equality with Climate Justice: PDF
Just as our shoes are a pair, so are the issues of gender
equality and climate justice. Using a template included in
the toolkit, members will be asked to draw or write about
why gender equality is important to them on the right
footprint (gender RIGHTS). On the left footprint, members
will be asked to draw or write about what impact they want
to make on the globe to secure climate justice (what will be
LEFT?). Please email the final image to PR@zonta.org.

3.International Statement: Z| will release a written
statement on Earth Day that can be shared

Support the Zonta Says NOW to Gender-Equal Climate
Action campaign
Two ways to support the campaign are:
1.Attend the Zonta Says NOW Think Tanks | Events
2.Follow Zonta International on social media and share the
amazing artwork in the Zonta Says NOW Virtual Art Gallery

2



https://zonta.org/Web/News_Events/Event/Earth_Day
https://zonta.org/images/docs/newsevents/events/EarthDay2026_TakeAStepForwardIfActivity.pdf
https://zonta.org/images/docs/newsevents/events/EarthDay2026_TakeAStepForwardIfActivity.pdf
https://zonta.org/images/docs/newsevents/events/Earth%20Day%202026%20Footprint%20Template%20(1).pdf
https://zonta.org/images/docs/newsevents/events/Earth%20Day%202026%20Footprint%20Template%20(1).pdf
mailto:PR@zonta.org?subject=Step%20Forward%20for%20Equality
https://zonta.org/events
https://www.zonta.org/Web/Causes/ZontaSaysNOW/Virtual_Art_Gallery.aspx

COUNCIL OF EUROPE
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CONSEIL DE LEUROPE

Zonta Essentials:

The bond that Zonta International has with
communities like the UN, the Council of Europe
are essential to building a better world for
women and girls. Our voice is well represented
and respected at the UN, through CSW and at
the Council of Europe. Our work through UN
agencies is well known, and much appreciated.
Our International Service Projects are part of UN

funded projects, and all are being hampered with

lack of funds in these times.

Knowing our bonds with other organizations
makes us stronger Zontians. It gives us another
aspect to our community work, and joins us to a
larger, global audience. | saw that strength at
CSW this year. | witnessed the respect, the voice
of Zontians, so well represented on a global
stage.

This is an important time, a troubling time and
our work continues. Staying well informed

makes each of us stronger, more committed and

more passionate for our mission.

The Council of Europe and The New
Democratic Pact - A commitment for 21st
Century Democratic Security in Europe
Continue to learn more about Zonta's
participatory status at the CoE, Europe’s leading
human rights organization, brought to you by
Zonta's Council of Europe Committee.

Click here to read Part 11: The Council of Europe

and The New Democratic Pact - A commitment
for 21st Century Democratic Security in Europe.
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International Women's Day  UN
Commemoration

| encourage you to click on the link below to
view the UN commemoration of International
Women's Day.

WATCH: RIGHTS.JUSTICE.ACTION.

It includes a video that was shown of
comments by UN Secretary General Guiterrez
emphasizing that women's rights are human
rights and that changes in the world must be
made for women and girls.

This theme was reiterated by UN officials and
other speakers such as UN Goodwill
Ambassador Anne Hathaway and activist
Malala Yousafzai calling for action, solidarity
and commitment to ensure equality and
justice for women and girls.

D15 UN Committee Chairperson

Note: This video is from the opening session of
CSW70, a powerful reminder of the fight for
women's rights. Well worth your time.. Grab a coffee
or beverage of your voice and absorb the UN and
CSW. Gail

D15 is a proud partner of GL-UNA Greater
Lansing United Nations Association.

You can be an individual member - keep up to
date on important issues, attend events,
physical and virtual.

JOIN GLUNA HERE



https://zonta.org/Web/News_Events/Articles/Zonta_Essentials_Part_11.aspx
https://youtu.be/wx3zzwOiQVE
https://gluna.org/join-us/
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Looking Forward
Add Your Voice Membership Campaign 2026
Toolkit Available

Looking Forward Add Your Voice Membership
Campaign: Toolkit Available:

¢ As we finish this fantastic biennium on a strong note
we are already planning for the next. You elected the
board and now we have district committees in need
of you! No experience is needed but a passion to build
a better word for women and girls certainly comes in
handy, and | know you all have that.

e Four ways to participate as a supporting or
club member.

¢ Recognition and incentives to expand your
recruitment efforts.

¢ Where can you help? How about being the Chair of
Visibility (aka communications)! Join this committee
and help spread the word of Zonta through
communications to members, social media, and
websites.

¢ Recruitment events and conversation starters:
Suggestions on how to reply to typical and
general questions about Zonta and our
membership.

e Digital graphics and templates for brochure,
buttons, stickers, flyers, posters, yard signs,
banners, letter templates, email signatures
and more!

¢ Maybe Service is more your style — join in and make
an impact. Mission your mantra, we can use you
there! Ardent for Advocacy, make your voice heard!

* Whatever your calling is, there's room for you. Please Add Your Voice icon | LINK
contact me at CindyZontaD15@gmail.com,

Add Your Voice brochure | PDF | Customizable on
¢ | would love to have you join the team! Canva

Reminders:

WJ Register your Golden Z Club Members with Zonta

International online. Presidents may receive a
reminder for those clubs that have registered

Annoucements: Clubs in Formation Zclubs.

Bay City: work progressing, Work well done by Cindy and
Midland.

Boyne Valley: now in formation. Welcome to the
formation party - Zonta Club of Charelvoix!

and.... a little YUPER Bird is whispering that there may be
interest in another club in the Keweenaw. Marquette
Club is on the beginning of a journey to verify this rumor!



https://www.zonta.org/images/docs/myzonta/tools/membershiptools/addyourvoice/AddYourVoiceMembershipToolkit.pdf
mailto:CindyZontaD15@gmail.com
https://www.zonta.org/images/docs/myzonta/tools/membershiptools/addyourvoice/AddYourVoiceMembershipToolkit.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fuxpnlr6scn1u18/AADee0BTWTakVQYdB2Ig8m7Fa?dl=0
https://www.zonta.org/images/docs/myzonta/tools/membershiptools/addyourvoice/AYV_ZontaBrochure.pdf
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGjficIvV0/gQm7Jx_O0x9apOjmW5FaRA/view?utm_content=DAGjficIvV0&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGjficIvV0/gQm7Jx_O0x9apOjmW5FaRA/view?utm_content=DAGjficIvV0&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview
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Around the D... Around the D.... con’t

Events: (included in the Events Edition)

Marquette: Will host its 5th Annual “Honor a Women”

event on Tuesday, April 28 at NMU. With a $100 Your Area Directors - Spring Workshop
donation, community members can nominate a April 25 - registration open 9am -1lam

woman who has made a difference in their life to be

honored. More info can be found on our website (see Midland hosting Incoming Governor’s Reception
flyer in events edition) IGNITING ZONTA SPIRIT

May 2, 5pm - 7pm
Metro Detroit: Activities for Women's History Month

and International Women's Day included a Speaker Metro Detroit: In Striking Out Violence Against
on women'’s health and self-care, covering sleep, Women, Unequal Pay, Child Marriage, Human
weight loss, and hydration. Each attendee received a Trafficking

folder, a self-care journal, and information on Sister April 17

Friends and Safe Baby Sleep. We were also
introduced to a new two-foot "Orange Lady" featuring  Milford: Soap for a Cause

a Zonta Says No sticker and our club’s QR code. April 18 - May 9

Additionally, our newest member gifted everyone

yellow roses, and members took home Zonta Bingo Marquette: Honor a Woman
sheets. April 28

--- -- -- -- Gaylord: Shop for a Cause w/ MAP
Don’t see your club? May 4
One of two things happened.

Pontiac North-Oakland: Women Who Share-
¢ | normally have to stalk clubs online. Some clubs Women Who Care Luncheon
are not very good with social media and | run out May 16
of steam looking at it all. This month was a failure
in stalkkingonmypart. e --

» Did not get any updates from your club in my Congratulations to Marquette: What for??
email.
They were hosted on air regarding Zonta and their
Best way to correct? Honor A Woman Event.
PLEASE Jot down a sentence or two, highlight
yourselves and your work. Send to me by the 25" of See it here

the month. Nothing fancy.

GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO SHINE A

| know every club is working hard and | would love to
SPOTLIGHT ON ZONTA!!

share that work with all of us!

If anyone has any ideas on how to make this more
painless for clubs to report - feel free to send me your
ideas. I'll try to be a better stalker in April!

Hope to see fundraisers, earth day events, faces at
Spring Workshop, installations, all those events that
happen at this time of the year.



https://www.myupnow.com/news/my-up-mornings/zonta-clubs-honor-a-woman-event-continues-mission-of-building-a-better-world-for-women/article_1fac4d20-ccc0-48e4-a05b-edac3f681aa8.html

MARCH 2026

ENSURING AND STRENGTHENING ACCESS
TO JUSTICE FOR ALL WOMEN AND GIRLS

CSW70 March 9 - 20

Zontians at CSW70 - Z| email 3-25-2026, check it out!
60+ Zontians, representing every Zonta continent, were
in New York.

5 parallel events were co-hosted by Zonta International
20 grounds pass holders were granted access to UN
events.

2 events were hosted by Zonta International

6 parallel events were individually hosted by Zonta
districts, clubs and members

2 UN side events were co-hosted by Zonta International

All members are invited to join Zonta International at
the CSW in New York. Read below some of the
reflections of our members from their time at CSW70.

"Advancing women’s equality requires attention not
only to legal rights, but to the systems that determine
whether those rights can be safely exercised in everyday
life."

Bridget Mather, Zonta Club of Adelaide Inc., Australia

"Breaking financial barriers is essential to advancing
women’s political leadership ... because when women
are financially excluded, they are excluded from power.
And when women are excluded from power, democracy
loses talent, legitimacy and strength. When women
lead, the world prospers.”

Chantal Platteau, Zonta Club of Waasland, Belgium

"The strength of the UN is bringing civil society together
to advocate for change. Change is not a one-time event
— it is ongoing and takes a community. Accountability is
also a key ingredient to making change a success ...
Collaboration is crucial ... [and] men are a critical ally to
show their support for women and girls."

Gail Johnson, Zonta Club Pontiac-North Oakland, USA

Also highlighted are our Youth Observers, a co-hosted
side event with UNICEF USA, Digital Lifelines:
Technology Empowering Women in Emergencies. We
examined how to protect women from escalating digital
threats like cyberstalking and online and we highlighted
our International Service Project Lahaa.

Did you know that a fellow Zonta International President
is honored within the halls of the UN? Helvi Sipila served
as president from 1968-1970 and later made history as
the first woman appointed Assistant Secretary-General
of the United Nations. Helvi Sipila was a true trailblazer.

Want to read more? Look for the email or ask me to
forward it you! | would be honored to give you my
reflections on CSW!

Spotlight: News

) YANCOUVER

[SLY, Forta Convention 2024 &

Convention 2026: Voting Details

Thank you for stepping up to credentialing!
What comes next?

April 11 -17 Meet the Candidates sessions

April 27 - May 1 Voting online

May 7 - Election results announced

Please note: the lag between end of voting and
announcement allows time for another vote in the
event there is a tie and a re-vote must be
scheduled.

Just be aware that this is a possibility.

Get the info, register for meet the candidate
session(s) and submit a question:
ZI Voting Info Here

May 11 - 25: credentialing will reopen. If you need to
register a proxy or change your delegate, this is
when you fill in the credentialing form again and
submit.

Cannot remember the slate of candidates?

Slate of Candidates 2026 - 2028

CONVENTION TIDBITS

You should have received an email March 31 with
an update on the Convention.

‘Breakthrough’ Sessions for Saturday, July 11" are
now ready for registration

Lots of great choices..

And,,, a little birdie might have mentioned that
there is a chance a ‘twinning’ get together may
come up on the calendar for Saturday, July 11
12pm-1:30 (during a break from the sessions).
Keep your eye out for that!

I am working on a time/place for a D15 get together.
Will keep you updated..not alot of info yet.

The Brewhall event has been cancelled due to small
# of attendees. You will be notified if you are
registered. A refund or credit to another event will
be your options.

Looking for a room mate? | have someone that
needs a roommate. She has a room from July 11-15

at the Hyatt. Let me know....

Any interest in a first timers zoom meeting ? 6



https://zontacanada.ca/
https://www.zonta.org/Web/My_Zonta/Tools/International%20Nominations%20Home
https://www.zonta.org/images/docs/myzonta/tools/internationalnominations/ZontaInternationalSlate2026-2028.pdf
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Virtual Opportunitics & Reminders

MARCH 2026 -
8: Woman's Day / Rose Day

9 -14: CSW70 /NGO CSW - NYC
1-31: Yellow Rose Campaign

April 11 - 17: Meet the Candidates

April 22: Earth Day: Step Forward for Equality
Information on Campaign

April 25: D15 Spring Workshop
9am - Tlam Free & Virtual (flyer in events
edition)

Reqister Here

April 27 - May 1. Voting Online

May 2: Governors Reception Midland
5pm - 7pm $25.00 (Flyer in Events edition)
Regqgister Here

May 7: Voting Results Announced

May 10: Zonta Says Now Think Tank
6am EDT Register Here

May 21: New Member Orientation
10:00 am EDT Register Here

May 26: Zonta Advocacy Series: Cybersecurity for
Women and Girls

1:00 pm EDT Register Here

Club Officer Form

This is the season for club elections. Please
Remember to Fill in a CLUB OFFICER form, even if

there are no changes to President and/or Treasurer.

Presidents need to fill this form out at least Yearly,
regardless if there are any changes. This formis
input to ZI mailing lists for officers. If changes
happen later in the year, remmember this additional
step. Do not let your club fall out of the ZI loop.
Club Officer form is found at MyZonta/Forms/

USE THIS LINK

Remember those Club Affiliation Forms?

Many are still outstanding. Expect to be contacted for
your signature so ZI can close this request for D15.
Presidents, D15 is only 32% complete so we have work to
do! Only need your signature (not your first born, no
blood)! Expect to hear from yours truly till we reach 100%.

DUES 2026-2027 DEADLINE is May 31!

In anticipation - Presidents, Treasurers - incoming
Presidents, Treasures PLEASE, PLEASE attend training
sessions brought to you by Zonta International.

Annually, there are clubs that struggle with this process
and do not get their dues payments submitted on time.
Dues will be available by 2 April and the deadline is 31
May. Clubs that do not pay their international dues on
time, run the risk of reinstatement fees and even
disbandment, but we want to do everything in our power
to avoid that scenario.

Please use the buttons below to register for a dues
training session. A separate email will be sent to club
officers to attend training sessions as well.

Club Officer Training: 14 April, 9:00am CDT

Club Officer Training: 23 April, 4:00pm CDT

Club Officer Training: 4 May, 7:00pm CDT

Club Officer Training: 13 May, 1:00pm CDT

Training and resource materials are available on the
Club Tools webpage.

Click the buttons below to view the resources available to
you:

Dues FAQs

Roster Updates and Dues Instructions

Training_Session Recording_(previous year)

| HIGHLY recommend all dues payments should be done
online. Refrain from sending in dues via checks or cash.
These lend themselves to creating issues with the
payments.

If you have any questions, please email ZI at
memberrecords@zonta.org_

Note: you will be required to login to MyZonta f ﬁ



https://zonta.org/Web/News_Events/Event/Earth_Day
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/zontas-district-15-spring-2026-spring-workshop-tickets-1984087161109?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/governors-reception-tickets-1986133919017
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEtduCsrj0uHtOphg9S50YDk8YzxTkSaA1Z#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZckdumhrjMoH9cnjP8hlcRX3j8XFWNyDInB#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/xEm3agdfQpGgw6mBzRy0bQ#/registration
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6244765/fbe887787554
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6244765/fbe887787554
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/nN70a5zFQMauy4TXMjSEDg#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0EBTA034Qo6mMRncvjPcnA#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/T6sy-m0iQoql1OPCgtUFSw#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/vOnjQfuOTOCVmEAIO9YuGw#/registration
https://www.zonta.org/Web/My_Zonta/Tools/Club_Tools_Home#GoldenZClubs
https://www.zonta.org/images/docs/MyZonta/Tools/MembershipDues/MembershipDuesFAQs.pdf
https://zonta.org/images/docs/Tools/MembershipDues/ManagingYourClubOnlineInstructions.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/n991bc2altcuw97wpfy01/Dues-Training-Video.mp4?rlkey=7tcphhissunkmxb1ru1bi83vj&e=2&dl=0
https://eynmpdeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BKppI0mPZyy9ZSKv1Ev3AiTgTDYXxd-XbmUvnJYQzLOq-XKpSUI3_l_UzOREw8i6UR1LJx5ZO8eJg-Yyq7_mIiVM3ZNr8beqPS5d-8MxOB0enEBY18giJIMeNzsEeNImeuHXGy9VVuiOZq99KniPRZ1gw-YKDNjjIahPQ55S59M8rsvHAAZ65rU7f0ShcWmaZZBS6oBRm4ujYU_BIEjFO0KhOSkPhrpPNb97H4xRRYPaSfFNbZi9ZjXtg48N7teA9mthkann-7R9aLMq8_1kM5p8yes91ZpRMIFlw8UYess=&c=kNIHHPaBd6TWdkK1WrBxEgG3eNECzty7JdXiknOAZor5Yp9KnL5nbg==&ch=wwpk_o77vBUgMnK3S37p-BIk5p8TwbJvgJgeO3emWpE3IS9BIfA-cg==
mailto:memberrecords@zonta.org
mailto:memberrecords@zonta.org
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Zonta Club of TRAVERSE CITY

d 70" Anniversary!

il

Zonta Club of LUDINGTON

70" Anniversary!

ZONTA DISTRICT 15

248 736-8234

www.zontal5.org

johnsongail9@gmail.com
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