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The USA Caucus is a place for clubs and districts in the US to align on key issues and
provides a platform for coordinated advocacy actions within the US. 

The District 11, Area 1 Meeting featured Nancy
Wright, Dir of the Alabama Department of Health
Cancer Division and co-coordinating partner of
Operation Wipe Out, which aims to eliminate
cervical cancer as a public health problem in
Alabama. The program raises awareness about HPV
and cervical cancer prevention and facilitates
access to vaccination, screening, follow-up, and
treatment. AL is the first US state to lay out a
strategy to end cervical cancer deaths, but the
program can be adapted for any state. Below is info
based on the the talk and the program website:

Everyone with a cervix is at risk of developing
cervical cancer, even if they don’t have a family
history of cancer. Cervical cancer is different from
many other cancers in that it can be wiped out
through three actions: HPV vaccination, cervical
cancer screening and follow-up and treatment. 

HPV is the main cause of cervical cancer. Almost
everyone who has had any type of sexual activity
will get infected with HPV at some point in their
lives, and anyone can become infected  from sex or
close skin-to-skin genital contact with someone
with the virus.  80% of people will be infected with
HPV. For most people the virus goes away on its
own, but if the infection persists over time, it can
turn into pre-cancer and cancer. HPV can also
cause vaginal and vulvar cancer in women, penile
cancer in men, and anal and oropharyngeal cancer
in men and women.  More info on HPV HERE.

The HPV vaccine is recommended for people aged
9-26. Adults aged 27-45 can also receive the  HPV
vaccine. In order to make an informed decision on
whether to get your children and/or yourself
vaccinated against HPV, talk to your health care
provider and refer to credible websites.

Women’s Health--Focus on Wiping out Cervical Cancer
Everyone who has a cervix and is between the
ages of 21-65 should get screened regularly.
Cervical cancer screening should be done with a
Pap test every 3 years from age 21 to 29, and
then starting at age 30 a HPV/Pap co-test or
HPV-only test should be done every 3-5 years.
Screening can be done past 65 for any woman
with a cervix who has never been screened or
did not have regular screenings. Women over 65
who have new sexual partner(s) should ask
about testing even though it's not generally
recommended over 65. Screenings are generally
covered by most insurance plans. Individuals
who do not have health insurance coverage and
meet income guidelines can usually be screened
through various programs at no cost.  

Critically, if the screening results are abnormal,
followup with a health care professional is
essential. Follow-up tests can detect and treat
changes BEFORE cancer develops. Yet 40 % of
women with abnormal results don’t  follow up.

While much of this info may seem familiar, some
of it may be less well-known. Also, many women
do not have access to even basic health
information, and with many rural health services
closing down due to funding shortages, many
women may not have easy access to care. 

Operation Wipe Out offers resources for sharing
information about cervical cancer:
         1. 30-minute Film  on Operation Wipe Out
   2. Action sheets for various professions,
parents, cancer survivors, etc. 
For more information about the program and  
possible similar efforts in your state, contact
Nancy Wright. Consider working to bring this
life-saving information to your community.

https://www.eracoalition.org/take-action/sign-on-to-the-resolution-to-affirm-the-validity-of-the-era?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=23508dac-cc81-4a12-b647-4a54be0ca55d
https://www.eracoalition.org/take-action/sign-on-to-the-resolution-to-affirm-the-validity-of-the-era?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=23508dac-cc81-4a12-b647-4a54be0ca55d
https://www.eracoalition.org/take-action/sign-on-to-the-resolution-to-affirm-the-validity-of-the-era?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=23508dac-cc81-4a12-b647-4a54be0ca55d
https://www.eracoalition.org/take-action/sign-on-to-the-resolution-to-affirm-the-validity-of-the-era?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=23508dac-cc81-4a12-b647-4a54be0ca55d
https://www.eracoalition.org/take-action/sign-on-to-the-resolution-to-affirm-the-validity-of-the-era?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=23508dac-cc81-4a12-b647-4a54be0ca55d
https://www.eracoalition.org/take-action/sign-on-to-the-resolution-to-affirm-the-validity-of-the-era?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=23508dac-cc81-4a12-b647-4a54be0ca55d
https://www.eracoalition.org/take-action/sign-on-to-the-resolution-to-affirm-the-validity-of-the-era?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=23508dac-cc81-4a12-b647-4a54be0ca55d
https://operationwipeout.org/about-cervical-cancer/
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/11901-hpv-human-papilloma-virus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bYLanR09zpM
https://operationwipeout.org/get-involved/
mailto:info@operationwipeout.org


          US Women’s Caucus

On Jan 30, 2026, UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres announced to the world that unless
delinquent member countries paid their annual
dues, most notably the US, there was a real risk of
imminent financial collapse of the UN by this July.
As of early 2026, the US owed the UN over $4
Billion in mandatory dues. In February 2026, the
US made a partial payment of ONLY $160 million,
leaving a balance still to be paid of $4.440 billion. 

According to several Reuters-based reports   the
US has circulated a list of nine” quick fix it”
reforms it wants from the UN before releasing
more of its unpaid dues. All of these demands
have been framed as “cost-cutting” and “anti-
bureaucracy” measurers. In a hearing with US
law makers on April 15,  US Ambassador to the
UN, Michael Waltz,  declared that “Americans
measure their commitment to the UN  by a simple
test that if the US is going to be the largest
funder, the biggest bill payer of their hard earned
money toward the UN, the UN must work for
American interests.” He also explained a new
proposal to tie US foreign aid ONLY to countries
that backed American’s interests at the UN.  

Clearly these are new policies that the US has
NOT followed before at the UN but will be
enforcing going forward. The current Secretary
General has already taken steps to reduce the
administrative budget by 15% and eliminate as
many as 3000 jobs. He proposed relocating
various departments to Kenya and merging
various UN departments including the UNFPA and
UNWOMEN.  The Secretary General has told the
US that that member dues are NOT negotiable,
but the entire UN system continues to struggle
with its finances and without additional funding
soon, the system may collapse. 

Please share with your networks that the
financial situation of the UN  remains in a very
precarious position, and please continue to
pressure Congress to ensure that the US pays its
mandatory dues. 

Thank you to Pam Perraud for this information.

Equal Pay

Equal pay for women remains a consistent issue in
the US., with the wage gap  widening and  the gap
even greater for women of color, disabled women,
and mothers.  Below are the dates that represent
how long in 2026 the specified category of
women must work to earn what men earned in
the previous year.

LGBTQIA+ Equal Pay Awareness Day-June 17

Black Women’s Equal Pay Day – July 21

Moms’ Equal Pay Day – August 6

Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander (NHPI)
Women’s Equal Pay Day – September 15

Latina Equal Pay Day – October 8

Disabled Women’s Equal Pay Day -Oct 20

Native Women’s Equal Pay Day–Nov 19

Climate Justice

The Zonta International Virtual Art Gallery 2026,
which features art by Zonta artists from around the
globe, launched on  Earth Day, April 22.  The 2026
gallery is ready to be seen--curtains are going up!  
The artwork is beautiful and the descriptions
written by the artists are a magical experience to
behold. Check it out HERE. The Gallery will continue
to accept submissions until the end of the biennium. 

Connecting climate change with gender equality is
a challenge, but climate has always unequally
affected women and girls, truly making it women’s
rights issue. ZI’s “Step Forward for Equality”  
campaign focuses on awareness and education,
highlighting the links between gender equality and
climate justice. While it was originally designed for
Earth Day, it can be used at any time. Find all the
details HERE. By focusing on gender-equality in
climate policies and taking local actions, we know
that we will be taking a step in the right direction.

https://zontasaysnowvirtualartgallery.org/
https://zonta.org/Web/News_Events/Event/Earth_Day


Zonta continues to take an active role in the
Driving the Vote for Equality Tour and
Sign4ERA.org’s   petition drive  to garner one
million signatures for the ERA, prior to the mid-
term elections. WE NEED YOU!!

Throughout March, Women’s History Month,
Sign4ERA  conducted a national tour “Driving the
Vote for Equality” to bring attention to the need
for the ERA. Using an antique Saxon Car, the tour
re-enacted a cross country drive  in 1916, when
two women drove a Saxon from NY City to CA
and back-- 10,500 miles--to support suffrage.
Zonta members across the country participated
in the tour, and Zontians organized the local stops
in several cities. See the April bulletin for photos
and descriptions, and read the fascinating stories
from the tour on the Driving for the Vote website. 

The first phase of the tour ended in Arizona and
the second phase began in Phoenix and is set to
end back in New York City. See the next column
and next month’s bulletin for information on
Zontians who took part in the second phase. 

How can you still help?

 Make a donation of any amount to help make
this tour possible HERE.
 Sign the petition and ask others to do so. Use
the Zonta-specific link and QR code below,
so we can track our impact.
 Print the written Zonta-specific petition
HERE, Have people sign it and mail in the
signatures to the address on the form.
 Attend large events as Petition Champions,
using the QR code and clipboards to "Leave
no signer behind!" Consider doing this at
events such as  summer parades for July 4
and Memorial Day.
 On social media, spread the word (and the
QR Code) with the hashtag #Sign4ERA to
get everyone signing as well as driving the
algorithm to go viral as fast as possible. 
 Get more ideas from the petition toolkit.

      Equal Rights Amendment

in Seattle, Zonta International members were
again the lead hosts — continuing a warm and
welcoming tradition across this tour. The Driving
the Vote website describes the effort as follows:
“Zonta is woven from a rich fabric of
empowerment and progressive change since its
founding in 1919. It was one of the first
organizations to endorse and work for the Equal
Rights Amendment after Alice Paul introduced it
in 1923, and it remains a driving force in the ERA
Coalition and ERA-NOW today. Katherine Cleland
— a leader in Zonta and Indivisible, and the
Sign4ERA social media coordinator — recruited a
truly energetic team of Clipboard Champions
spanning all ages, who spent Mother’s Day telling
stories and collecting signatures as they have
done faithfully throughout the campaign.” The
article later quotes Katheirne: ““Coming together
across genders and generations and
organizations to support equal rights for all is the
best cause I can think of in these times.”

https://zontausa.org/zonta-usa-advocacy-bulletin-april-2026/
https://drivingthevote.org/
https://adhvelkn.donorsupport.co/page/FUNDKTPZAJR?utm_source=website&utm_medium=owned&utm_campaign=era_core
https://www.sign4era.org/?zonta
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Dhkp5PrnDzfCmgN7HM94tirj1kURtNlX/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/188cd3RIEeg1Y-f6UTp7_vTg4eP7u-8UF1h7rydBxFtk/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.8s6wm34q8apr


                  Child Marriage

Oklahoma just became the 17th state to ban child
marriage! Gov. Kevin Stitt declined to sign or veto
the bill,  so it passed into law without him.
Previously, the marriage age in OK was ZERO, and
some 3,452 minors were entered into marriage in
the state between 2000 and 2021, mostly girls
wed to adult men. Oklahoma's marriage-age laws
have created a workaround for statutory rape laws
and for human trafficking laws--but no more!

In other good news, the bad Colorado child
marriage bill is dead. The Colorado Senate voted to
ban child marriage, but the House committee
added an amendment that would keep child
marriage legal but limit the spousal age gap to 10
years. Fortunately, it failed final passage, in part
because of Zontians and others speaking out. 

Now Ohio needs our help. A strong bill is pending in
Ohio that would ban child marriage entirely: 18, no
exceptions. No one has come forward to oppose it.
Not one person or organization. And yet the Ohio
Senate Judiciary Committee has refused to bring it
to a vote. We want Ohio legislators to know that
the world is asking why, so Unchained launched a
campaign targeting @OhioSenateDems and
@OhioSenateGOP — not individual legislators, but
the caucuses responsible for letting this bill sit.
Please share their content, use the hashtags
#EndChildMarriageOH and #18NoExceptions, and
help us make Ohio legislators answer the question
everyone is now asking: If no one opposes this bill,
why won't you vote on it? Unchained has also
scheduled an Advocacy Day in Columbus for June
3, with a chain-in protest at 1:00 p.m. For more
information, contact Roseanne Dunlap.

For a survivor’s perspective on child marriage, read
this moving interview with survivor and child
marriage activist, Kate Yang. You can follow Kate
on YouTube.
 
If you aren’t sure whether your state allows child
marriage, you can check Unchained‘s website
(scroll to the map.) Take action on Unchained’s
email campaigns and spread them to your
networks in the relevant states. To become
involved in your state, contact. Becca Powell or
Katherine Cleland. 

       Violence Against Women

Every day, survivors of domestic violence, sexual
assault, and human trafficking are forced to make
an impossible choice—stay with their abuser or risk
homelessness. Now a  bipartisan group of female
lawmakers have introduced the Fair Housing for
Survivors Act (H.R.7856 & S.4006). The legislation
would expand existing protections under the
Violence Against Women Act to include private
housing—ensuring survivors cannot be evicted or
denied housing simply for being victims of abuse.
Please use Zonta’s pre-drafted letters to urge your
legislators to support the bills.

Victim assistance programs in all 50 states in the
USA receive funding from the Crime Victims Fund
(CVF) through the Victims of Crime Act of 1984.
These programs support thousands of victim
assistance programs throughout the country,
including child advocacy centers, domestic violence
agencies, and rape crisis centers, which serve an
average of 3.7 million victims per year. The funds
supporting these programs are accumulated
through fines, settlements, bonds, and other
monetary penalties associated with federal criminal
prosecutions, not taxpayer dollars. However, the
fund has been falling below necessary levels. The
Crime Victims Fund Stabilization Act (H.R. 909)
would  assist the stabilization of the CVF through
FY2029. Use Zonta’s  pre-drafted letters to urge
your legislators to co-sponsor and support the bill.

Virginia’s Law, named after Virginia Giuffre, a
survivor of Jeffrey Epstein’s abuse,  would end the
statute of limitations on civil sexual abuse cases as
well as tackling jurisdiction issues. In September
2022, Congress passed a law removing the statute
of limitations for victims of child sex abuse,
previously set at 28 years old or 10 years after the
incident, but the change did not apply to any crimes
committed before that date. More in this article. 

Check out Word Without Exploitation’s library of
previous presentations on various topics related to
human trafficking and exploitation. Read an article
in Ms Magazine about a roundtable to discuss the
realities of trafficking and sexual assault and the
systemic failures that allowed it to persist and to
call for concrete actions from Congress to better
protect survivors and prevent abuse. 

https://www.unchainedatlast.org/chain-in/
mailto:rosieodunlap@gmail.com
https://fscollegian.com/2026/05/kate-yang-former-child-bride-fights-to-end-child-marriage-in-california/
https://www.youtube.com/@the12yearoldbride
https://www.unchainedatlast.org/child-marriage-in-the-u-s/
https://www.unchainedatlast.org/take-action/#tell-legislators-to-end-child-marriage
mailto:becca@unchainedatlast.org
mailto:zonta@clelandmarketing.com
https://www.votervoice.net/Zonta/Campaigns/136202/Respond
https://www.votervoice.net/Zonta/Campaigns/136625/Respond
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7467
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/feb/10/democrats-virginias-law-sexual-abuse-cases
https://www.worldwithoutexploitation.org/events/webinars#previous-webinars
https://msmagazine.com/2026/05/06/capitol-hill-round-table-epstein-survivors-refuse-to-be-ignored/
https://www.youtube.com/live/dkUBcjHOpgY
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